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June 15, 19983

Ms. Donna R. Searcy, Secretary DQCKETFHECOPYORKHNAL

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Searcy:

[ am petitioning for delay of the effective date of the
Commission's rate regulations.

Before stating my reasons, | would like to explain that I
own and operate three very small cable television systems.
All three serve a total of 465 subscribers. All three
operate without franchises since they are in unicorporated
rural areas, one in Oregon state and two in Washington
state. They are classic 1Z-channel systems for which 1
charge $13.00 per month for basic service; about 10% of the
subscribers pay $10.00 per month for basic service under my

limited income senior citizen rate. I don’t charge for
extra outlets, except to install them if my subscribers want
help with it; nor do 1 charge for FM radio service. It is
my way of keeping service simple and inexpensive in areas
that have no other way of getting TV/FM reception. I have
purposely avoided going beyound 12 channel service to avoid
the extra work and paper work involved with signal leakage.

The reasons for my petition are:

1) 1T have not yet received the worksheets or instructions
for making rate calculations from the Commission. I have
received the rules from my subscription source, the Rules
Service Company on May 30, 1893. I also have tried to work
on the forms as they were published in an industry trade
Journal.

2) I am a college graduate and consider myself to be of
ordinary intelligence; | watched the televised explaination
of how to do the forms by Commission staff; I have read the
rules. But, | have so many questions and problems with it
that I can't do it. By ignoring certain parts of the
procedure and making assumptions, it appears my rates fall
well within the "henchmarks," but I1'm not sure. The
"equipment charges" part is the most troublesome to me: 1) I



never have itemized my receipts between service charges,
hookup charges, reconnect charges and other charges made, so
I would have to somehow go through all my invoices to try to
recover those items. 2) because they are 1Z-channels
systems, | don’t need converters and therefore don't have
remote controls...people can use their own! ...50 1 don't
rent any equipment and am puzzled why you need to separate
hookup charges and why a hookup charge is labelled
equipment?

3) 1 can’t financially afford to hire lawyers and
accountants to help me with this. ]l have joined the Small
Cable Business Association, but | couldn't afford to go to
their recent meeting. I don't attend the annual meetings of
the Oregon or Washinton state cable asscciations to which |1
belong because | can't afford the cost of meetings in the
high priced places that the big companies like to send their
people to. I work alone, having no employees, contracting
for services | need like bookkeeping services for my
receivables. I have to supplement my cable system work with
other contract work for even smaller unregulated systems and
some public address system contracting work...and with it
all, I still earn less in a year of hectic work than my wife
earns being a nurse.

I can't afford the time all of this looks like it will
require.

I am getting worried that my very small cable systems will

not be viable under these regulations. Large companies have
shown an interest in buying my two systems in Washington
state (which would more than double basic TV rates), but the

105 subscriber system in Tygh Valley, Oregocn may have to be
shut down.

Sincerely,

CASCADE CABLE SYSTEMS
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Jgmes F. Roth,
sole proprietor

copies: Rep. Bob Smith
Sen. Bob Packwood
Sen. Mark Hatfield
Small Cable Business Association
National Cable Television Cooperative
Oregon Cable Television Association
Washington State Cable Communication Association



